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DATE:  Wednesday, January 3, 2024 TIME:   6:00 p.m. 

PLACE:       Chelmsford Town Hall           ROOM:   Conference Room 200 
ADDRESS:  50 Billerica Road  

Chelmsford, MA 01824 

MEETING MINUTES 

Attendees 
Town Manager Paul Cohen present 
Michael Raisbeck present 
John Swenson  present 
Sue Obendorf  present 
John Ray present 
Michael Chludzinski  present 
James Dowd  present 

1. Introductions

• Town Manager Cohen introduced the Task Force members

2. Discuss Task Force purpose and path forward

• Town Manager Cohen discussed the purchase of the Koulas Farm at Town Meeting as
Open Space, see attached Town Meeting Vote handout. The “Koulas Task Force Charge”
was discussed as well as the legislative definitions of “Open Space” and “Recreational
Use”, see attached Charge and Definitions handouts.

3. Public comment

• Koulas Family was very thankful to the town for purchasing as open space and stated
wishes that use of land be geared towards remaining as open space for existing wildlife
with hiking trails for use of public. Family also asked that “Koulas Farm” signage be
provided for whatever use is decided upon. Town Manager noted that all prior open space
projects have clearly displayed the name of the original property.
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• A representative of Weston Nurseries expressed interest in leasing plot along highway for
use in expanding their nursery operations.

• Parlee Farm representatives stated interest is leasing land for agricultural purposes similar
to Sheehan Farm lease.

• Chelmsford Community Gardens suggested part of farm be utilized for community
gardens.

• Newhouse Wildlife Rescue representatives stated interest in utilization of part of property
for wildlife rescue facility.

• Town Manager noted that the Town has recently received requests for Pickleball courts as
well as Cricket fields

4. Next steps

• Town has hired a company to flag the wetlands.

• DPW will continue clean up of out buildings, old cars and farm equipment

• Town is progressing with process for demolition of the house

• Task Force members will be provided with a tour of the property tentatively scheduled on
Saturday 1/20/24

5. Election of Officers

• Michael Raisbeck elected as Chairperson

• Phil Stanway elected as Vice-Chairperson

• James Dowd elected as Clerk

6. Set next meeting date(s)

• January 17, 2024 at 6:30 pm at Town Hall

7. Adjourn

• Meeting adjourned at approximately 7:20pm

Meeting Minutes taken by: James Dowd 












