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DATE:   Friday, April 26, 2024 TIME:   5:00 p.m. 
 

 

PLACE:       Chelmsford Town Hall              ROOM:   Conference Room 204 
ADDRESS:  50 Billerica Road                          
                 Chelmsford, MA 01824 
   
 

MEETING MINUTES 
   

Attendees 
Town Manager Paul Cohen   present 
Michael Raisbeck    present 
Phil Stanway     present 
John Swenson     present 
Sue Obendorf     present 
John Ray     present 
Michael Chludzinski    present 
James Dowd     not present 

 

 

1. Meeting Minute Approval 

• Meeting Minutes from 2/7/24 were approved by unanimous vote. 

2. Updates 

• Mike Raisbeck noted that DPW has done an excellent job and is complete with their work. 
Task Force members concurred with great work by DPW. 

• Town Manager Cohen provided following update: 

− DPW will perform final grading once demolition is completed 

− Fire and Police will complete training in the house over the next few days 

− DPW will be burning brush on the property in the next few weeks 
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− Select Board will be updated on progress next week. 

• Phil Stanway provided update that 0.6 to 0.7 mile of trail has been installed including a 
temporary bridge. The left hand meadow will be good for a HC access trail. Trails are 
designed for emergency access via “gator” type vehicle. Conservation Commission has 
declined to inspect the trails as they are not near the vernal pool. Town Manager Cohen 
inquired if Phil can layout a ADA trail on left side meadow, which Phil will do. 

• Task Force voted in approval of DPW establishing a temporary parking lot. 

3. Discussion 

• Pollinator Garden – Area  

• Community Garden – Groups discussed that a space shall be allocated for future use by 
Community Garden. It was noted that it would need to be located near water.  Size will be 
½ acre for 40 plots. Final documents will reflect ½ acre set aside for a Community Garden 

• Newhouse Wildlife Center – Update from Manager Cohen, Newhouse is also looking at 
Misty Meadows owned by the water district but not being utilized.  Conversations are 
being explored.  One reason for looking at Misty Meadows is the secluded area that is a 
better location out of the way from public activity which is better for all parties.  There are 
unknowns with state approval of wildlife center while Misty Meadows may not have the 
safe required approvals. Task Force recommendation will reflect recommendation of 
wildlife center, albeit with numerous other town and state approvals required.  Task Force 
supports the concept of a wildlife center on Koulas site. 

 
• Weston Nurseries – Weston Nurseries representatives spoke that they met with Newhouse 

and parties the two facilities won’t fit on the allocated land in the South East corner of the 
main lot.  Proposal would include storage of materials and possibly a 1,000 sf. Henry 
Parlee noted that a greenhouse is not considered a permanent structure.  Weston stated they 
would propose a lease agreement with reimbursement to the Town.  Weston stated they can 
utilize as many acres as provided.  Phil Stanway stated the land would need to go out to a 
general public lease request for bid. 
 

• Parlee Farm Haying – Task Force discussed proposal for 5 year lease for haying as an 
appropriate use of the 6 acre parcel.  Land could be mowed this July for mulch hay. Task 
Force approved recommending Parlee proposal for haying. 
 

• BitzNPeace Farm Agricultural Use – Task Force discussed BitzNPeace proposal as an 
appropriate use of farmable 2 acres on Hunt Rd. plot. Although, not having a quorum for 
this particular vote, Mike Raisbeck recused himself from voting and discussion, Task Force 
members present endorsed recommending the proposal.  

4. Next Steps 

• Flagging and mapping of wetlands by consultants hire by the Town 

 



Koulas Farm Task Force 
March 20, 2024 

 Page 3 of 3 

• Continued clean up and grading of the property by DPW 

5. Set next meeting date(s) 

• 5/7 at 7:00 pm (post meeting update) 

6. Adjourn 

• Meeting adjourned at approximately 8:40 pm 

Meeting Minutes taken by: James Dowd 






